2010 ONA Workshop

January 23, 2010

Slumber Falls Camp

Bridging the Gap:

Sacred Conversations with Those Who Believe Differently

Please join us for a day of learning how to speak with those who may not be ONA, or who may interpret scripture differently from us. From both sides, such a conversation can overflow with emotion and quickly turn negative. Is it possible to be open and affirming of those with whom we disagree? Is there room in the UCC for Christians who hold different views? The 2010 ONA workshop will look at two movements that are trying to bridge the gap of disagreement by reaching out in Christian fellowship to open a sacred conversation. Our special guests include Sung Won Park, director of the Religious Voices Project, and Rev. Robert Thompson of the Faithful and Welcoming Churches movement in the UCC. The workshop's purpose is not to change anyone's view, but to hear what each other has to say and discover what we have in common.

Religious Voices Project 

(From their website, www.intersectionsinternational.org )
RVP is a project of Intersections, a global, multi-cultural, multi-faith initiative dedicated to building respectful relationships among diverse individuals and communities to forge common ground and develop strategies that promote justice, reconciliation, and peace. Intersections believes in full equality and rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) individuals of our society, We are committed to advocating and working on behalf of LGBT communities to be fully and truly embraced, celebrated, and welcomed in their respective religious communities. 

Pursuing this goal is a priority for Intersections, and we have forged partners across the country to realize this vision. To that end, Intersections will be launching a multi-year and multi-tier social marketing campaign to positively affect the attitudes, beliefs, and eventually the governing policies of mainline Protestant clergy to welcome LGBT individuals into their folds.

Faithful and Welcoming Churches 

(From their website, www.faithfulandwelcoming.org )

Faithful and Welcoming Churches (FWC) is a grassroots response that recognizes the enormous weight of precedence that has emerged in the UCC over the past thirty years on issues ranging from theology to human sexuality. All we are asking for is respect for our views which we sincerely believe are consistent with Scripture and the historic and ecumenical consensus of the church. We ask for greater representation of persons who affirm FWC principles at all levels of influence and decision-making in the UCC. We want to be heard and valued as we allow the Holy Spirit to work among us. We are content to adopt Gamaliel's attitude (Acts 5:38-39) toward those who differ with us and ask them to adopt the same perspective toward us.

A church's decision to declare itself "Faithful and Welcoming" can in no way impose its moral values on others outside of the congregation in the same way that a Church's decision to declare itself "Open and Affirming" means that a local Church can force other congregations to support homosexual behavior. It simply allows a local congregation to identify the core values around which its people agree.

For more information about the workshop, please visit www.spiritofpeacechurch.org or contact Rev. Rita Wilbur at sopucc@sbcglobal.net, or call 210-403-9084. Registration is $25 if paid before January 1, $35 after, not including housing.

Registration Form

Open and Affirming Workshop

January 23, 2010

Name: 
_____________________________________________________

Address: 
_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

Phone:  
__________________ E-mail address:  ___________________

Number of registrations:  
____ x $25 (if paid before Jan. 1) = $____ total





____ check enclosed (made to “Spirit of Peace”)


____ pay at workshop ($35 after Jan. 1)

I will be present for

____ Sat. breakfast  
____ Sat. lunch 

I will need housing for
____ Friday night

____ Saturday night

($21 a night)

I hope that the following issues/concerns/questions will be addressed at this workshop:

Early Registration is due January 1, 2010

Please mail registration to:

Spirit of Peace UCC

P.O. Box 700656 

San Antonio, TX 78270-0656

Questions?  Contact Rev. Rita Wilbur at 210-403-9084 

sopucc@sbcglobal.net

